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RSS Feed and the Necessity of Attention to Its Functions in Websites,

Weblogs, & Databases, by librarian
Sedigheh Mohammadesmaeil, PhD'; Sayedjavad Ghazimirsaeid, PhD’

Abstract

Access to information is a fundamental element in research and production of science process, as
well as one of the metrics of development. So, the awareness and use of communicational and
informational networks, as well as their related technologies could be really necessary. In this
connection, internet, web and related techniques, such as RSS (Really Simple Syndication, Rich
Site Summary, or RDF Site Summary) is one of these technologies which appeared on many
websites, weblogs and databases, in recent years and became the most expanded and suitable tool
for making awareness. Obviously, this technology allows the librarians and information scientists
to find access to the existential information on websites, weblogs and databases, in order to
improve their commercial, economical, educational, research, social and cultural relations. More
over, using this technology can make users to access to their information by themselves, and to
fulfill their informational needs. This technology through its own language programming can
show the latest information and become up to date by adding new information. RSS is a simple
and quick method for current awareness, new book list, reference services, education and
communication with users, which should not be ignored by librarian in libraries and information
centers.

Therefore, we tried first to give a definition of RSS feed as well as to present its advantages for
application; then we try divide RSS readers into two main groups; web based and special
software based, with some examples of each group. At the end, we suggest that for better
understanding and also for providing appropriate and suitable information services for users, this
technique (RSS Feed) and its facilities should not be ignored by librarians in the libraries and
information centers.

Keywords: Internet; world wide web (www); Library and Information Science; Library Services.
Type of article: Review.
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