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It seems that publishing articles in Persian journals
has turned to a serious enough matter for the planners
and decision makers of science and culture in the
country, that in the latest Faculty Members Promotion
Regulations (approved by the Supreme Council of
Cultural Revolution, Session 776, Dated 3.9.2006),
"Publishing at least one article in Persian-language
scientific journals" has been considered to be
essential for faculty promotion to Associate Professor
and Professor levels. Along with this trend toward
Persian publications, higher education instituations in
medical sciences have aimed to publish scientific
journals in English language so that from a total of
412 journals in medical fields in Iran, 154 are
published in Persian (with English abstracts) and the
rest (258) are in English.! In addition, the number of
published journals and scientific articles in all
scientific fields (biomedical, agricultural, humanities,
and engineering) has increased significantly during
the recent years,? a process that is still developing. Of
course, in order to index the journals at international
databases such as PubMed and ISI, some Iranian
research institutes in the field of medical sciences
have select English as the language for their article.
Although success in this regard has not been
significant,® this is undoubtedly a very suitable and
appropriate method, because in addition to expediting
the flow of scientific exchanges between Iranian
researchers and other countries, it facilitates the role
of Persian-speaking scholars in various knowledge
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areas. In most cases, along with the full text in
Persian, authorities and policy makers of the Persian-
language scientific journals publish “the title,
abstract, and keywords” in English language for the
purpose of indexing at international databases. In rare
cases, the journals accept the articles concurrently
with full text in both Persian and English languages in
order to promote the use of Persian language. This
process first reduces the chance of receiving articles
from non-Persian speaking researchers, while also
wasting a lot of energy for administrating the journal.
It is suggested that Iranian English-language scientific
journals recently starting their publication make it a
requirement to write "the title, abstract, and
keywords™ in Persian language, or that the journal’s
authorities use thematic experts fluent in English-
language to prepare the Persian abstract page of the
accepted articles, and print them along with the full
English text. By doing so, these articles can be saved
and retrieved using Persian terms in the Persian
language indexing databases of the country. This
process improves the potential of the Persian language
as "the language of science." The requirement and
provisional suggestion of simultaneous publication of
“the Persian title, abstract, and keywords” along with
“the English full text” in Iranian scientific journals not
only does not harm the indexation of these journals in
international databases, but also promotes the position
and ability of Persian language in transmission of
scientific information.
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