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Darwin’s evolution theory states that species which
adapt to their environment survive while those not
adapting to the environment are eliminated. This
phenomenon can also be seen in survival and
dynamics of academic disciplines.

Due to timely reactions to current or future changes,
some disciplines can adapt with current conditions, and
therefore manage to continue their existence as essential
parts of the society. On the other hand, disciplines which
do not pay attention to strengthening and resistance
against changes, or those with passive reactions to these
changes, have a smaller change for survival.!

The topic of removing the discipline of Librarianship
and Medical Information Sciences has been a cause for
concern for many students and faculty members in this
field. The desire of students for changes in the
discipline’s name in order to increase their social
acceptance and changes in the labor market, also
intensifies this problem.? Some suggest that instead of
discussion about the name of the discipline, it is better to
emphasize on the enrichment of its content and
development of graduates according to international
standards; because it is the only way for graduates of this
field to achieve their desired social standing.®

On the other hand, advent of other academic
disciplines with overlapping topics and curriculum has
brought up the question regarding whether Librarianship
and Medical Information Sciences can continue to
survive using one-decade-old curriculum. Investigating
the publications in general librarianship in Iran shows
that the majority of experts believe that the curriculum is
ineffective and discontinued from society’s needs, and
therefore, demand the revision of current curriculum.
Among the examples of this ineffectiveness are courses
following old and almost extinct pattern in librarianship,
lack of attention to skills necessary in current
information-based society, presence of unrequired or
unrelated courses, use of incorrect terms and jargons,
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weakness in the lesion content, and lack of
synchronization with current international technological
developments.*® Some of the common problems in the
medical branch of this discipline include an overlap and
similarity of more than 60% with topics of the general
branch, and a gape of more than one decade since the
last revision in the curriculum.®

Since one of the most important duties of learning
institutes is to offer education to the work force based on
the needs of the labor market, the necessity of revision in
the curriculum becomes more apparent. We must not
forget that the rate of change and innovation in any
discipline or topic is a lot after than the rate of change in
related curriculums, and naturally a more successful
curriculum is the one which is faster to adapt with
current changes in the society.*

Conclusion

The survival of the discipline of Librarianship and
Medical Information Sciences requires fundamental
movements to change the current curriculum to better
synchronization with novel technologies, avoid
repeated topics at different levels of education, and
pay attention to the needs of the target society. To this
end, the clinical and medical aspects of this discipline
should be strengthened using approaches such as
adding medical topics,” or using a mixture of
librarianship and clinical ~ faculty = members.
Furthermore, mandatory clinical internship periods
similar to other medical disciplines (instead of the
current optional internship) can help the graduates of
this field to find their place in the society, and also
increases the desire by labor market for employing
these graduates. If we insist on survival of the
discipline known as Librarianship and Medical
Information Sciences, the survival of the fittest laws
indicates that this discipline should strengthen its
medical aspect and services offered to physicians and
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patients in order to create new audiences among is doomed to be eliminated and replaced by other,
different levels of society. Otherwise, this discipline more up-to-date academic disciplines.
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