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Abstract

Introduction: This study endeavored to investigate the historical roots of health information seeking behavior using the new
approach of reference publication year’s spectroscopy in the Scopus database from the beginning to the end of year 2021.

Methods: This study was conducted through citation analysis and the spectroscopic approach of publication year of sources (RPYS).
The sampling method in this study was census and 1414 documents were extracted from Scopus database in health information
seeking behavior. Data analysis was done through CRExplorer software program

Results: Seven book titles and 21 articles were the most co-cited, which shows the influence of articles in the formation of the
historical roots of health information seeking behavior. This area was influenced by books in the fields of communication and
psychology. However, signs of works related to library and information science, health literacy, and research methodology were
also gradually observed in co-cited references.

Conclusion: It can be predicted that the field of health information seeking behavior will have more influence from the field of
health and its related theories in the coming years with the increase of publications; accordingly, establishing its position as an
emerging field and regardless of the field of information-seeking behavior, it will gain higher status than before.

Keywords: Consumer health information; Information seeking behavior; Bibliometrics

Received:4 Jul, 2022 Accepted:1 Aug, 2022 Published: 6 Aug, 2022

Citation: Baji F, Parsaei Mohammadi P, Sobhipour A,. Historical Roots of Health Information Seeking Behavior: Reference
Publication Year Spectroscopy (RPYS). Health Inf Manage 2022; 19(3):122-129.

Article is the result of Msc thesis by Jundishapur University of Medical Sciences without financial support

1. Associate Professor, Medical Library & Information Science, School of allied medical sciences, Ahvaz Jundishapur University of Medical Sciences, Ahvaz, Iran

2. Assistant Professor, Medical Library & Information Science, School of allied medical sciences, Ahvaz Jundishapur University of Medical Sciences, Ahvaz, Iran

3. Msc student, Medical Library & Information Science, School of allied medical sciences, Ahvaz Jundishapur University of Medical Sciences, Ahvaz, Iran
Corresponding author: Fateme Baji; Associate Professor, Medical Library & Information Science, School of allied medical sciences, Ahvaz Jundishapur University of
Medical Sciences, Ahvaz, Iran

Email: baji245@gmail.com

\Y4 Health Information Management/ Vol 19/ No 3/ August & September 2022

http://him.mui.ac.ir



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8405-3307
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2719-0695

