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Abstract

Introduction: Medical records consist of documents evidencing a patient's health status at a
moment of life. There is a close relationship between disease progress and daily physician orders
issued in medical records. Each order in fact reflects the patient's medical status and his/her
disease progress. In this study, while keeping the previous progress page in the records, a column
of brief disease progress was included in physician order sheets to increase the quality of records
and promote the education of learners.

Methods: In this cross-sectional controlled interventional study, medical records of all patients
admitted to super specialty wards of Amirkola Children Hospital during the first quarters of 2009
and 2010 were included. From a total of 3462 records, 150 records were studied each year. Each
indicator of disease progress, which was recorded based on subjective, objective, assessment, and
plan (SOAP) note, was given a score. Finally, if only three indicators were mentioned in the
record, it was considered as poor. Scores 4-5 represented moderate and scores 6-7 were
considered as good. The scores of the records were then compared using statistical tests including
t-test, paired t-test, Pearson's correlation coefficient, chi-square test, Fisher's exact test, and
Kappa coefficient. P values less than 0.05 were considered as significant.

Results: The mean number of physician orders in records during the first quarters of 2009 and
2010 were respectively 9.15 + 10.8 and 8.45 + 6.80 cases. Good scores had the highest frequency
in the new brief disease progress form. The highest average of results in the studied groups was
observed in brief disease progress notes of 2010. Comparison of mean scores revealed
statistically significant differences (P < 0.05).

Conclusion: Adding a new column named "brief disease progressive note" in physician order
sheets significantly promoted the recording of disease progress and reasons for medical orders
based on SOAP note. Therefore, it is recommended to include this column in physician
order sheets.

Keywords: Medical Records; Progressive Note; Physician Order Sheet; Documentation.

Type of article: Original Article

Received: 6 Aug, 2011 Accepted: 10 Mar, 2012

) )ﬁ,@,ﬁj:\:ﬂ/(yéw&.@/ﬁ&c)})/@)hﬂ&b%‘@ix.’m YA+

WWW.mui.ac.ir



OLCed 9 (98 (uslow! Lo yuozmo

Citation: Esmaeili Dooki M, Sorkhi H, Fatemi SA, Hosseinzadeh F, Zahedpasha Y, Tamaddoni A, Nakhjavani N,
Barari Savadkohi R, Mohammadzadeh I, Salehiomran MR, Ahmadpour Kacho M, Hadipoor A, Osia S, Hajiahmadi
M, Bijani A, Mahmoodi Nesheli H, Eshraghi P, Babazadeh K, Mohammadpour Mir A. Effects of Including a Brief
Disease Progress Column in Physician Order Sheets of Hospital Documents on Improved Recording of
Disease Progress. Health Information Management 2012; 9(3): 381.

* This article resulted from a research project (No. 56215) funded by Non-Communicable Pediatric Diseases
Research Center, Babol University of Medical Sciences, Babol, Iran.

1. Associate Professor, Pediatric Gastroenterology, Non-Communicable Pediatric Diseases Research Center, Babol
University of Medical Sciences, Babol, Iran. (Corresponding Author) Email: esmaeilidooki@yahoo.com

2. Associate Professor, Pediatric Nephrologist, Non-Communicable Pediatric Diseases Research Center, Babol
University of Medical Sciences, Babol, Iran.

3. Pediatrician, Non-Communicable Pediatric Diseases Research Center, Babol University of Medical Sciences,
Babol, Iran.

4. BSc, Midwifery, Non-Communicable Pediatric Diseases Research Center, Babol University of Medical
Sciences, Babol, Iran.

5. Professor, Pediatrician, Non-Communicable Pediatric Diseases Research Center, Babol University of Medical
Sciences, Babol, Iran.

6. Assistant Professor, Pediatric Hematologist and Oncologist, Non-Communicable Pediatric Diseases Research
Center, Babol University of Medical Sciences, Babol, Iran.

7. Assistant Professor, Pediatrician, Non-Communicable Pediatric Diseases Research Center, Babol University of
Medical Sciences, Babol, Iran.

8. Associate Professor, Pediatric Infectious, Infectious Diseases Research Center, Babol University of Medical
Sciences, Babol, Iran.

9. Associate Professor, Clinical Immunologist and Allergist, Non-Communicable Pediatric Diseases Research
Center, Babol University of Medical Sciences, Babol, Iran.

10. Associate Professor, Pediatric Neurologist, Non-Communicable Pediatric Diseases Research Center, Babol
University of Medical Sciences, Babol, Iran.

11. Associate Professor, Pediatrician, Non-Communicable Pediatric Diseases Research Center, Babol University of
Medical Sciences, Babol, Iran.

12. Assistant Professor, Pediatric Surgeon, Non-Communicable Pediatric Diseases Research Center, Babol
University of Medical Sciences, Babol, Iran.

13. Faculty Member, Social Medicine, Non-Communicable Pediatric Diseases Research Center, Babol University of
Medical Sciences, Babol, Iran.

14. Non-Communicable Pediatric Diseases Research Center, Babol University of Medical Sciences, Babol, Iran.

15. Assistant Professor, Pediatric Endocrinologist, Mashhad University of Medical Sciences, Mashhad, Iran.

16. Assistant Professor, Pediatric Cardiologist, Non-Communicable Pediatric Diseases Research Center, Babol
University of Medical Sciences, Babol, Iran.

17. Assistant Professor, Pediatric Infectious, Infectious Diseases Research Center, Babol University of Medical
Sciences, Babol, Iran.

FA\ WY g 3315 0/ g Sosla ] o (G333 1 Cadlw AT ke

WWW.mui.ac.ir



