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The Awareness and Use of Electronic Information Resources by
Physicians in Educational Hospitals*

Ahmad Papi', Roghayeh Ghazavi?, Salimeh Moradi®

Original Article
A

bstract
Introduction: Considering to needs of physicians to updated information for researching in medical
science, therefore the existence of libraries with resources in different format is an essential point. On the
other side, the medical community's understanding of these resources to achieve their main goal is
undeniable, because the ultimate result of easy and urgent access to information is a warranty of public
society health. This research aimed to determine physicians' awareness and usage of electronic resources
in educational hospitals.
Methods: The research method was descriptive - survey and the tools of data gathering was research
made questionnaire. Validity and reliability of the study tools was confirmed by librarianship experts with
95 Percent. Statistical society was including all specialist and specialty physicians of educational hospitals
of Isfahan University of medical science include 350 people and a mass of sampling with 180 members.
The sampling way was random clustering. The type of statistical method was descriptive and appliqued
software was SPSS version 13.
Results: In investigation the rate of physicians needs for information in different cases, the most needs
was 91.3 Percent for researching in their activity fields and to do daily schedule with 60.6 Percent is
declared as minimum requirements. Physicians removal their information needs, used information
resources and electronic resources in 65.4 Percent of cases as maximum option, and they have mentioned
helping and conducting of foreigner specialists as minimum with 15.5 Percent. About the awareness of
physicians from types of electronic information sources, the most knowledge was about Medline with 86.5
Percent and the lowest frequency was for Blackwell with 16.3 Percent. In determining the awareness of
physicians of electronic information resources, most awareness was belonging E-journal with 43.3 Percent
and the lowest amount was for Offline information resources with 13.8 Percent. Also in determining the
use of electronic information resources with physicians, E-journal with 36 Percent as maximum and
Offline Data Bank with 12.2 Percent as less option are used. The most important factor between effective
factors for usage of physician from the electronic information resources, 61.5 Percent was related to lack
of time and busy working, and the lowest factor which is non beneficial resource content has only been
one mentioned.
Conclusion: The results represented that information needs of physicians is respectively by following
reasons: conducting research, preparing articles, gathering new and updated information, management of
patient care, teaching, and finally for every day routines. Because of the importance of electronic
information resources for physicians, it needs to introduce all aspects of this information resources and
retrieval methods from related gateways to information societies of university.
Keywords: Information Resources; Physicians; Hospitals, Teaching; Electronic Information Resources.
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