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Resear ch Fund Absor ption and its Role in Improving the Scientific Recognition of the M ost
Prolific Islamic Countriesin the Middle East*

Hajar Sotudeh Mohammad Hassan Omidi

Original Article
Abstract

Introduction: Iranian academia has recently experienced an&serén the number of its funded papers, and thgitian
advantage over unfunded papers has been approweslevdr, this improvement and advantage is only meful when
compared to other countries. Thus, in order tord@tes Iran’s status among its counterparts, thegrestudy investigated and
compared the status of research funds absorptidgramwith that of the three most prolific Islamitiddle Eastern countries,
Turkey, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia.

Methods: This fundamental research was conducted througtaton and publication analysis approach. Thassteal population
consisted of all valid papers from prolific Islantountries. The study sample was selected througbopive sampling and 174965
academic papers indexed in the Science Citatioexliickpanded during 2008-2011. Data were collected%oof October 2012 and
analyzed using descriptive statistics (mean, frequeand percentage) and inferential statisticeggbare, independent t, ANOVA,
Welch’s t-test, Brown—Forsythe test, and Games-¢lidest) in SPSS and using Excel software.

Results: The countries’ funded researches were signifigdesis, though superior in citation performance gared to unfunded papers.
Saudi Arabia outperformed the other nations in $eafnthe portion of its funded papers. In the udédchpapers group, no statistical
difference was observed among the nations in migions, except Iran which outperformed Turkeytha funded papers group, all the
nations had similar citation levels. However, treamcitation of Iran was significantly lower thae bther countries.

Conclusion: Funded researches seem to fail to achieve a aabiy high visibility and, thereby, a competitadvantage for the
Iranian academic production. The findings illustréahe necessity of elimination of deficiencies ranls academic system,
especially research fund allocation and distributicechanisms.
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