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Location Decisions of Wellness Eco-Lodges in Guilan Province, Iran, based on the
Geographical Criteria

Hamideh Beigi?

Original Article
Abstract

Introduction: Guilan Province, Iran, owning the advantages of tourism based on its nature, has the potential to develop healthy
ecologies. This study endeavored to identify and introduce the suitable areas of these resorts in Guilan.

Methods: In this descriptive-analytical study, a pairwise comparison questionnaire was developed and administered to 15 nature
specialists, owners of ecotourism resorts, tour guides, and nature guides, as well as tourism professors who were selected using
purposeful accessible sampling method. To prioritize susceptible areas, VIKOR model was employed.

Results: As a result of examining environmental indicators and based on the overlapping of output maps in Geographic
Information System (GIS) environment, 18 potential zones were identified in Guilan and using VIKOR model, prioritization of
identified zones was done to develop studies and planning of these tourist destinations. Zone No. 9, located in the geographical
area of Rasht City with the least distance from the ideal solution (0.054), zone No. 6, in the geographical area of Parhosar and
Rezvanshahr with a numerical score of 0.059, and zone No. 11 in the geographical area of Siahkal and Lahijan with a score of
0.064, were in the first to third priorities of planning and development of health ecologies, respectively.

Conclusion: Capitalizing on areas prone to construction and sustainable development of health ecologies in Guilan Province has
differentiated the province's tourism market, and can foster a new competitive advantage in the tourism sector.

Keywords: Tourism; Ecotourism; Healing; Ecolodge; VIKOR Model; Iran

Received: 02 Aug., 2020 Accepted: 23 Nov., 2020 Published: 05 Dec., 2020

Citation: Beigi H. Location Decisions of Wellness Eco-Lodges in Guilan Province, Iran, based on the Geographical
Criteria. Health Inf Manage 2020; 17(5): 234-43.

Article resulted from an independent research without financial support.

1- Assistant Professor, Tourism, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, School of Literature and Humanities, University of Guilan,
Rasht, Iran

Address for correspondence: Hamideh Beigi; Assistant Professor, Tourism, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, School of Literature
and Humanities, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran; Email: h.beigi@guilan.ac.ir

YFY Health Information Management/ Vol 17/ No 5/ December 2020

http://him.mui.ac.ir


http://dx.doi.org/10.22122/him.v17i5.4183
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1190-2141

