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Survey of the Level of Health Literacy of Clerics of Birjand in the Year 2019
zahra vahdaninia'®, Mehdi Abdolrazagnejad?, vahdaninia valiallah®" ,Fatemeh Bagher Najad Hesari*, Effat Eazami®

Original Article
Abstract

Introduction: This descriptive-analytical study was performed on 184 clerics of Birjand through convenience sampling using the
Iranian Health Literacy Questionnaire (National Health Literacy Research Plan) and the data were analyzed using Statistical tests t-
test and analysis of variance at the significance level of = 0.05.

Methods: In this descriptive-survey study, first, by reviewing the literature, factors related to hospital readiness were extracted.
Then, to validate these factors and reach the consensus of the expert group (40 physicians and nurses involved in the front line of
the corona), the Delphi method was used. Finally, the identified indicators were ranked and prioritized using the Stepwise Weight
Assessment Ratio Analysis (SWARA) technique.

Results: The mean score of health literacy of the participants was 122.09 + 15.09 (average) and in terms of examining the
dimensions of literacy the two dimensions of access health and information acquisition (16.83 + 53.3) as well as judgment and
evaluation (18.09 + 3.44) obtained a poor score. In the study of sources of information in the clergy, the major source of health
information was the Internet (59.2%), followed by radio and television (49.3%) and booklets, pamphlets, educational brochures,
and propaganda (44%).

Conclusion: The level of health literacy of clerics in Birjand is not favorable, and considering the role and position of clerics in
society, policymakers' attention to planning and development of health literacy of this reference group seems indispensable.
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