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A Survey on the Contribution of Iran to the Biomedical Resear ches of the
World: An Analysis of PubMed Papers during 1997 to 2006*

Mohsen Rezaeian, PhD?

Abstract

Introduction: Different studies were so far carried out on ttiergific productions of Iran within
the biomedical field. None of these studies wexestigated this issue in a long term period and
therefore, the present study was carried out irotd determine the contribution of Iran to the
biomedical researches of the world based on thgsas®f PubMed papers during 1997 to 2006.
Methods: In this survey, the PubMed search engine was tigaged through the years 1997-
2006. By adopting a two-stage search strategythallarticles divided into two categories i.e.
those articles which their first or correspondinghar was/was not from Iran. In the next step,
the populations of Iran and world in three periogs 1995, 2000 and 2005 were determined
using the United Nations website. All data wereeesd into Excel software and the number of
articles in each year was separately divided by ribmber of articles in baseline (1997).
Similarly, the number of populations in two mengodnperiods was separately divided by the
number of populations in baseline (1995).

Results: Although the growth percentage of both Iran andldvpublications were continuously
increased compared to baseline year, the growthmua$ higher for Iranian publications (1.65%
for the world vs. 19.38% for Iran in 2006 compavath 1997). Similarly, the growth percentage
of both Iran and world populations were also camimsly increased compared to baseline year;
however, the growth was higher for world populasi¢h.14% for the world vs. 1.12% for Iran in
2005 compared with 1995).

Conclusion: The growing trend of Iranian publications in compan with world publications
within the recent decade is an important issue sdbat does not relate to the growing trend of
Iranian populations. Nevertheless, the comparisetwéen the qualities of Iranian scientists'
publications with world scientists' publicationsaisother important issue that needs to be studied
further.

Keywords:. Iran; Research; Databases; Evaluation Studies.

Typeof article: Original Article

Received: 1 Jan, 2009 Accepted: 27 Aug, 2009

Citation: Rezaeian MA Survey on the Contribution of Iran to the Biomedical Resear ches of the World: An
Analysis of PubMed Papers during 1997 to 2006. Health Information Management 2010; 7(3): 269.

* This article resulted from research project Nof@6ded by Rafsanjan University of Medical Sciences
1. Associate Professor, Epidemiology, Rafsanjarvéisity of Medical Sciences, Rafsanjan, Iran.
(Corresponding Author) Email: moeygmr2@yahoo.co.uk

Y74 /\‘\)'ﬁlg:/(}wéo)u/r:ikéo)jb/g;»m@bw‘q)i.b


http://www.mui.ac.ir

